SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open
Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 15th March 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

10th March 2010






       Jonathan Whitehurst










Deputy Town Clerk     
AGENDA
1.  
Apologies
2.  
To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.   Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See List Attached)
 4.
To approve the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 1st February 2010.
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Monday 1st February 2010 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 1st March 2010.  (Previously circulated)
5.
Planning and Enforcement Appeals – Decisions
Site at 29 Bedford Road, Sandy, SG19 1EW.

Application for a new crossover and demolition of existing boundary wall and replacement with new structure. The appeal was allowed and planning permission granted by the Planning Inspector. (Copy of decision attached)

6.
Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy
7.
Fun Fair request
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).


8.
Parking
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).



9.    Request from Churches Together in Sandy and Beeston

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).
10.
Request from Ken Lynch
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report (Copy attached).


11.
Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee 

To receive and consider the Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 18th February 2010 (Copy attached).


12.
Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group
To receive and consider the Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th March 2010 and the Deputy Clerks report (Copy attached).

13. Press Release
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	26/02/10

19/10
	CB/10/00580/ SE73

Twigden Homes

Lysander House

Tempsford Hall

Tempsford

Sandy

SG19 2BD
	Section 73: Removal of condition 4 (provision of play areas) and condition 5 (future maintenance of play areas) from planning approval 99/00891/RM (Reserved Matters for the erection of 150 dwellings and all ancillary works) dated 21st October 2002 at land at Goldfinch Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near Neighbours 31,33, 35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45, 47,49,51,53,55,57,59
61 Goldfinch Drive, Sandy notified.
	
	PP&OS

15/03/10
	

	05/03/10

20/10


	CB/10/00587/LB

Mr R Hartley

The Old Stables

Hazells Hall

Everton Road

Sandy

SG19 2DD


	Listed Building Consent: Conversion of existing storage area into sun lounge and internal alterations to form utility room/link into existing kitchen at the Old Stables, Hazell Hall, Everton Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours West Wing, West Court, Garden Court, The Old Quarters, 4, Clock Tower Cottage, Summerhouse, 2 Clocktower Cottage,, The Garden Cottage, Keepers Cottage, Hazells Hall, Sandy notified.
	
	PP&OS

15/03/10
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	05/03/10

21/10
	CB/10/00532/ FULL

Mr R Hartley

The Old Stables

Hazells Hall

Everton Road

Sandy

SG19 2DD


	Full application for conversion of existing storage area into sun lounge at the Old Stables, Hazell Hall, Everton Road, Sandy

Beds.

Near neighbours West Wing, West Court, Garden Court, The Old Quarters, 4, Clock Tower Cottage, Summerhouse, 2 Clocktower Cottage,, The Garden Cottage, Keepers Cottage, Hazells Hall, Sandy notified.

	
	PP&OS

15/03/10 
	

	05/03/10

22/10


	TCA/10/00063

Mr T Angell

27 Bedford Road

Sandy

SG19 1EW
	TCA: fell 1 Yew, 1 Cherry and 1 Laburnum tree located along the eastern garden fence, adjacent to No 25 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 25 Bedford Road, Sandy notified.
	
	PP&OS

15/03/10 
	

	08/03/10

23/10


	CB/10/00706/  FULL

Mr & Mrs Lloyd

56 Swansholme Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1HL
	Full application for single storey front extension at 56 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy.

Near neighbours 45,54,58 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy notified.
	
	PP&OS

15/03/10
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 15.03.09

Deputy Clerk’s Report

7.
Fun Fair request

A request has been received from H Harris Amusements to be allowed to hold a fun fair on the Pinnacle field on the dates 18th – 25th April 2010 (operational days 21st – 24th April).  The field was previously used as a venue for both fairs and circuses until the entrance was blocked in order to prevent unauthorised access.

Members may recall that a request was made last year by H Harris Amusements to hold a funfair on the Pinnacle field.

Two years ago the permanent bollards blocking the access were removed and replaced with retractable ones to allow access for the Town Council’s new tractor, thus also allowing access for other vehicles.

Mr Jonathan Pym has been contacted in order to get the opinion of the landowner. Mr Pym has responded with the following “I would have no problem whatever with a funfair - indeed I think it would be an excellent thing!”
Members may recall that at the Town Council meeting on the 30th March 2009, Mr Harris was offered the hire of the field at the base of the Pinnacle to hold a fun fair between 10th and 17th May 2009 (operational dates 13th – 16th May). That the charge be set at £100 + vat (if applicable) for each operational day, a total of £400. That the Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Town Clerk be delegated to negotiate if this fee is unacceptable to Mr Harris. That Mr Harris be allowed to rope off part of the field for car parking, unless the conditions do not allow for this. That Mr Harris be allowed to level the access road by the bollards, with reference to the Town Council staff. That the access road be secured as soon as the fair leaves the ground. 
(Members are requested to decide whether they would like to give permission for the fun fair and the amount to charge).

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 15.03.09

Deputy Clerk’s Report

8.
Parking

Following the Town Council meeting on the 1st March 2010 an item about illegal parking has been requested to be added to the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee agenda.
Members may recall that the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee have previously discussed about Illegal parking outside Commercial Premises and the Committee Resolved a) that Councillors and Council staff log vehicles parking on double yellow lines, or even zig-zag lines outside commercial premises, passing information to Mr Whittaker from Mid Beds District Council. b) That the Town Council should issue a Press release indicating to resident’s that the Town Council will be logging illegally parked vehicles outside Commercial Premises.
Central Bedfordshire Council provides the following information about cars parking on Pavements.

Pavements are provided and constructed for pedestrians use and Central Bedfordshire Council has a responsibility to keep them safe to use.

Illegally parked vehicles cost Central Bedfordshire Council thousands of pounds a year in damaged paving, damaged grass verges, and cause serious problems for blind, disabled and older people.

What action does the Central Bedfordshire Council take against pavement parking?

If there are waiting restrictions (yellow lines) on the highway adjacent to the pavement, then a Penalty Charge Notice would be issued since a vehicle parked in this manner is in contravention of the Parking Regulations. Waiting restrictions cover the highway from the centre of the highway to back of the footpath.

If there are no waiting restrictions on the highway adjacent to the pavement, then the council have no powers to take action and this should be taken up with the police since it constitutes obstruction.

Why is pavement parking a problem? Pavements are constructed and provided for pedestrians use. Vehicles parked on pavements are:
· a hazard to pedestrians causing an obstruction, which may result in them having to step off the pavement onto the highway thus putting themselves in danger. 

· a hazard by restricting the width of the pavement making it difficult for someone with a pushchair or wheel chair to pass safely-again this person may have to step onto the highway to avoid the obstruction. 

· a hazard due to damage caused by driving on and off the pavement - broken flags etc.
(Members are requested to instruct as to how they would like to proceed).
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 15.03.09

Deputy Clerk’s Report
9.   Request from Churches Together in Sandy and Beeston

A letter has been received from Churches Together in Sandy and Beeston with regard to hold a Picnic and Praise event to celebrate Pentecost, on Sunday 30th May 2010 and they seek permission to use Bedford Road Recreation Ground. (Copy attached) 
Members may recall that the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee approved the request for an event in May 2009. 

(Members are requested to decide whether they would like to give permission for the event on Bedford Road Recreation Ground)
10.
Request from Ken Lynch
Mr Lynch has spoken to Cllr Aldis about lighting and benches for the Skateboard Park at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground. Mr Lynch would like the Town Council to purchase and install the following at the skateboard park; lighting so that the area can be used when it is dark and two vandal-proof benches.

Members may recall that they have given permission for Sandy Skateboard Association to lease a piece of land to install a Youth shelter next to the Skateboard Park. If lighting is installed at what time would the lights be turned on and off.
The cost to purchase a bench is £400 each. Two benches would cost £800.

The approximate cost to Supply and Install 1 nr 6M Lighting column c/w 2 nr MBI Flood lights, photocell and timeclock at the skateboard park is £3,500.
(Members are requested to advise on how they would like to proceed with this request)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee meeting held on Thursday 18th February 2010 at 9.15 am in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy.  

PRESENT

Cllr D Sharman (Chairman), Cllr M Pettitt, Cllr M Scott, Cllr Mrs S Sutton, Mr G Bellamy (Wildlife Trust), Mr R Lawrence (Ivel and Ouse Countryside) and Mr N Kiddy (Grazing Officer for the Wildlife Trust).
1. Apologies Mr R Cope and Mr A Fleckney (Wildlife Trust).
2. Riddy – Cattle Loading Pen

The location of the cattle loading pen was discussed and then Members

Resolved: That the location of the cattle loading pen, should be as per the Wildlife Trust recommendation.
The size of the cattle loading pen was discussed and then Members

Resolved: That the size of the cattle loading pen, should be as per the Wildlife Trust recommendation.

The cost of £1,995 for the cattle loading pen was discussed. Mr Bellamy informed Members that part funding up to 50% of the cost towards the cattle loading pen may be available from the Countryside Stewardship and then Members

Resolved: (a) That the cattle loading pen be funded from £1,000 unused in the 2009/2010 Riddy Management Fee budget and £250 from the 2010/2011 Riddy Management Fee budget. 

(b) That the Wildlife Trust obtains funding from Countryside Stewardship for the rest of the cost for the cattle loading pen.  
3. Date and time of next meeting
Thursday 24th June 2010 at 6.30pm for Walkabout.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group meeting held on Thursday 4th March 2010 at 10.00am in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy.  


 
PRESENT

Cllrs M Bartlett (Chairman), N Aldis, D Broughton & M Pettitt.

Also present was Cllr G White & Mr J Walker.
1. Apologies – Cllr Mrs Sutton, Mr Berry and Mr Thomas.

2. Minutes of meeting held on the 21st January 2010.

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group held on the 21st January 2010 be approved as a correct record.
3. Flooding

Mr Walker reported that the area that floods has moved from the Mill area to near the Hotel and the The Limes area no longer seems to flood.

Mr Walker suggested that the Jenkins Pavilion could be used as a evacuation building. Members discussed about access and then

Resolved to recommend: That the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Mayor have a key at home for the Jenkins Pavilion.
Mr Walker asked who should he let know at Sandy Town Council about Flood alert and Warnings. Members discussed.

Mr Walker asked for 1,000 extra sandbags to handout to residents most at risk of flooding and for sand for the bags. 

Resolved to recommend: That the Town Council ask Mr Thomas and Mr Berry to find out if Central Bedfordshire Council would provide 1000 sand bags and sand for the bags.
If Central Bedfordshire Council won’t provide the 1000 sand bags and sand, Members

Resolved to recommend: (a) That the Town Council purchases 1000 sand bags and sand for the bags.

(b) That the Town Council provides storage to keep the sand dry.
Members discussed where to store the sand

Resolved to recommend: That the Council contacts the fire brigade to ask if they will store the sand within the grounds of Sandy Fire Station.
Members discussed what other parishes who are members of the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils do for Emergency Planning.

Resolved to recommend: That Cllr Blaine as Sandy Town Council’s representative at the BATPC meetings finds out what other members of the Association do with regard to Emergency Planning.

Mr Walker asked that the Town Council purchase 5 high visibility vests for the Volunteer Flood Wardens. Members discussed and then

Resolved to recommend: That the Town Council purchase 5 high visibility vests for the Volunteer Flood Wardens. 

Members discussed and as Mr Berry and Mr Thomas had sent apologies they

Resolved: That the Working Group is very disappointed that Mr Berry and Mr Thomas have been unable to attend again. In order to secure a meeting with them the Working Group would go to Chicksands. 
4. Ice and Snow

A copy of letter from Alistair Burt that arrived on the 3rd March 2010 was given to all Members of the Working Group. 

Members discussed siting of Salt bins

Resolved to recommend: That a salt bins would be Swaden Road and on the High Street near the Railway Station. 

Cllr Bartlett brought to everyone’s attention an article in the March 2010 edition of News Central, Volunteers to help with disasters and emergencies.
Resolved: That Cllr Bartlett and the Deputy Town Clerk to contact Bedfordshire and Luton Local Resilience Forum and investigate with regards to the Volunteer Flood Wardens.

5. Date and time of next meeting

Thursday 17th June 2010 at 10am in the Council Chamber.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 15.03.09

Deputy Clerk’s Report
12
Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group

A letter has been received from Alistair Burt MP with regard to Ice and Snow clearing (Copy attached).
Sadiq Khan from the Department for Transport within his letter mentions about the clearing of snow.

www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1431227

John Denham praises Britain's community spirit in the snow

	Published
	12 January 2010


Communities Secretary John Denham today praised the tremendous efforts of local people who are pulling together to help deal with the challenges of the severe weather.

Mr Denham said the response showed Britain's community spirit in action with many people volunteering their support where needed, from lending vehicles to help transport food to vulnerable people, to digging clear paths to re-open schools, or coming out of homes with shovels to get stranded emergency vehicles moving.

With the cold spell set to continue in many parts of the country, the Government is joining forces with local government and the Health and Safety Executive to bust the myth that people who volunteer to undertake a civic duty could be at risk of facing legal action under health and safety laws. For example, there is nothing in health and safety legislation to prevent a person taking sensible steps to clear a pathway to improve the situation, or volunteer to do shopping for a neighbour in need. Nor should anybody who volunteers to support their community feel they are in danger of being sued and be put off wanting to help others.

Mr Denham stressed the Government would be stepping up its support for those who wished to volunteer. While recognising that volunteering by its very nature is spontaneous and generous, the Government is working with councils to find the best ways to ensure people have all the information they need to get involved and will be issuing practical advice following a meeting with voluntary groups today.

John Denham said:

"Alongside the excellent work of the public services in responding to the severe weather, we have seen many tremendous examples of the way Britain's communities have pulled together, with people lending vehicles, digging clear paths to allow ambulances and police vehicles through and visiting neighbours in need.

"By its very nature, most volunteering is spontaneous, generous and does not need to be organised by central and local government. But it is important to do everything we can to support people helping out in their communities.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 15.03.09

Deputy Clerk’s Report
12
Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group continued

"We shouldn't let myths about litigation get in the way of people's civic minded actions. I hope that people will use their common sense in this matter and not be put off helping others."

The Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group Resolved: That Cllr Bartlett and the Deputy Town Clerk to contact Bedfordshire and Luton Local Resilience Forum and investigate with regards to the Volunteer Flood Wardens.
Disasters and emergencies How can you help in Bedfordshire

Whatever the emergency, fast action is needed

What you can do to help people affected by an emergency.

These web pages explain how you can help people affected by an emergency.

In Bedfordshire the emergency services, local authorities, voluntary organisations and many others are well prepared to respond to emergencies. We have formed a partnership known as the Bedfordshire and Luton Local Resilience Forum (BLLRF) and we work together to prepare for emergencies. 

The local authorities in Bedfordshire manage volunteers and are strongly supported by the police, fire and rescue service, ambulance service and the NHS.

How can you help?

Volunteer: sign up as an emergency volunteer by joining the Bedfordshire and Luton Emergency Volunteers Executive Committee (BLEVEC). This is a local partnership of charities, community groups and volunteers who work together as part of BLLRF to prepare for, and respond to, emergencies.

How to join the Bedfordshire emergency volunteers
· You can become a member of our own group of emergency volunteers and specialise in emergency response by contacting volunteering@bllrf.org.uk or calling us on 01462 611145. 

What are the benefits of becoming an emergency volunteer?

If you become an emergency volunteer, you will:
· learn specialist skills 
· become involved in an active emergency-response network 

· get involved in the community 

· meet new people and make friends 

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 15.03.09

Deputy Clerk’s Report
12
Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group continued
· help others and make a difference 

· get a chance to influence local emergency procedures 

· help us prepare for and respond to all types of emergency that may affect 

Bedfordshire 

· be active and valued in your community 

· receive your own emergency kit and gain recognition through a uniform 

· help make your community more resilient. 

What types of activity will you get involved in as an emergency volunteer?

Some of the activities of our emergency volunteers include:
· being the first to respond in an emergency 

· staffing and managing emergency centres to look after the victims of an emergency 

· warning and informing the public in times of risk and danger 

· helping stranded motorists 

· providing emergency feeding, transport, communications and first aid 

· setting up and managing disaster appeals and memorials 

· managing and staffing telephone help and support lines 

· working with different faith, ethnic and nationality groups in the community 

· working with people with disabilities 

· carrying out risk and impact assessments 

· working with the families and friends of victims who have died or been injured 

· working at emergency mortuary facilities 

· helping with animal welfare 

· helping build resilience to emergencies in their communities 

· promoting and developing community emergency plans. 

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 15.03.09

Deputy Clerk’s Report
12
Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan Working Group continued

As you may be working with vulnerable adults and children, you may be asked to complete a Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check.

What training will you receive?

If you join our local group of emergency volunteers, you will benefit from monthly evening training, held on the second Tuesday of the month from 7.30–9.30pm. 

Training will cover a range of topics such as:

· flood response 

· emergency management 

· health and safety 

· vulnerable children 

· managing violence and aggression 

· managing trauma. 

We also hold specialist training sessions for people who want to gain qualifications in areas such as first aid and food safety.
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